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Se=fdmiral Schroeder and party inspe:ting canal. 2—Dredges at mouth of canal. 2.—Giant drecge, Genera! Mackenzie, at work,
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By THARLES N. LURIE.
ID you know that the Panama
 canal had a little brother in
the United States? Well, It
had and has, whether you
knew it or not. It is kin to the Pana-
ma canal In virtue of the facts that It
connects -two Important bodles of wa-
ter and is belng constructed at the
same time &8 Its more important con-
temporary. It is the Cape Cod canal
design/d to connect the waters of
Massychusetts bay on the north and
the Atlantic ocean on the south,
thry agh - Bussards bay. “While the
lyd-er looks at these lines—unless it
Le Sunday—the dredges are buslly at
work digging toe canal. It will be fin-
fehedsabout the end of next year and a

-

dream of canal bullding at least two
centuries old will be reaMzed. The ca-
nal will probably be opened for trafiic
by the end of 1913,

From the eastern shore of Massa-
chusetts juts out a long spit of land.
frequently dikened to a bent arm with
clinched fist, which it resembles in con-
tour. That s famous Cape Cod.
around which the storms of ages have
raged and on the shores of wiich hun-
dreds of vessels have left their tim-
bers, mingled in many cases with the
bones of their navigators, Needless
sacrifices, many of them, had the Cape
Cod canal been a reality, iustead of an
fdea, of the earliest -settlers of New
England, of the later colonists and of
still more recent Americans,

Eight miles of digging through sand
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6.—~August Belmont (photo by American Press association).

was all that lay in the way of the sa!-
vation of these lives and this property.
eight miles at the highest twenty-nine
feet in altitude, and nowhere present-
ing to the task of removal great engi-
neering difficulties. Most of the dis-

tance through the narrow neck of land

that lies just below the shoulder of the

“arm” is traversed by the Mormument
river, and the engineers now In charge
of the cutting of the tendon of soil have
taken advantage of the sluggish
stream,

Belmont Head of Company,

At the head of the building company
is August Belmont, the New York
financler. The chief engineer Is Wil-
liam Barclay Parsons, who held the
same position for the rapid transit
commission of New York during the

, construction of the subway and

who
| was formerly a member of the cun-
sulting board of engineers of the Pa-
nama canal.
in June, 19809 Mr.
nimself to «arry it through success-|
fully. The cost of the canal will
'about $12.000000 It 1s purely a pri-
| vate enterprise, and the cuompany ex-
| pects to be recompensged by tolla on
ilhv vessels passing thruugh the wa-
terway

Aithough - the cannl |s short, com-
pared to the Panama, Suez and other
artificial waterways, In commercvial
Importance it will rmnh among the
leading canals of the earth Recent
estimates o1 the annual tonnage of
freight passing through Vineyvard Ha-
ven sound, all of which will be tribu-

be
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4.--William Carclay Parsons, 5.—DBridge at Buzzards bay entrance to Cape Cod canal, oponed.

tary to the ranal, place It at 23.000,000,
of which there are: N
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The remainder Is crude mugerial of
various descriptions The number of
passengers between New York, south-
ern and eastern points by witer s to=-
day estimated at over L00.000 per year.
Large Enough For Big Ships.

The l!t‘pnl of the canal when it Is
completed will be twenty-five [feel.
Thiz s enough to give freeway to the
largest coustwize vessels now afloat and
to any of the vesseis of the navy save |
the battleships It is distinctly mpssert- |

ed by the builders of the canal that Ill

earing Completion
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Is being constructed for commercial,
not miliitary use, but the reservation Is
made that the government may If It
wishes at any future time enlarge the
cunal to accommodate the biggest
Dreadnoughts, The manner of dredg-
ing the canal and re-enforecing the
banksAis such that the enlargement will
present no engineering difficulties, In
this way an “inside” route for all of
our warships will be previded between
Boston and New York, t

The vice president of the company
constructing the canal Is Jacob W, Mil-
ler, late Heutenant commander United
States navy and prominent ine naval
militia affalrs In an article on “The
Nuvy's Iaterest In the Cape Cod Ca-
nal” printed in rthe _Journal of the
American Soclety of Naval Engineers

—

In May, 1912, Commaunder Miller says®
“The need of a canal through the
eight mile isthmus separating Barne
stable (Massachusetts) bay from Buge
zards bay has long been felt. Govern=
ment, state and individual effort have
ing falled to build it, a Massachusetts
corporation is now constructing It

“How will the canal affect the naval
service of the United States? Wil I8
contribute In any way to defense or to
the increase of sea power? -

“With Improved coastwise channels,
the passage of men-of-war and torpedo
boats through inshore routes is in
case of hostilities, assured. The need
of armed convoys fdr colliers and
transports will be reduced, while the -
smaller military craft can prou!‘/
without danger from the sea or the
enemy along protected channels to
their ordered rendezvous. The Cnpe
Cod enterprise will bs one of a series
to follow from AMalne to the Gult of
Mexico.”

From an engineering point of vh'
the work of constructing the canal s
not great. The total length of the iath-
mus to be severed:is eight miles. The
total length to thirty feet depth In both
bays ls thirteen miles, The soil to be
cut is sand, with little nuicksand or
rocks, and amonnts to 17.000,000 cuble
yards. The deepest cut is (wenty-nine .
feat above tidowater.

The channel at both ends of the
route, the natural marshes and streams
already furnish a waterway for boals
of light dsaft, The Jifarence In tide
between the two bays necessitates no
locks. The-depth of the canal as con«
structed is {wenty-five feet, but emple
provision has been made for possitie
deepening. The.minimum width of the
bottors is 100 feet through the nmlil
portioh of the cunal This gives a
face width at the narrowest point ¢
250 feet, and the approaches will hdve
& minimum bottom width of 250 feet |

The bridges crossing tho canal are
planned and built on the basis of an
ultimate depth of canal of thirty-four
feet. There will be thres -
places for vesséls in the canal, And pro-
visions will be made for lighting, eta
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end of the Island. The station affords
a convenlent base for operations,

Cuba’s most recent troubles are due |

to friction between whites and blacks.

The issue between the (wo races |s
not involved or difficult of comprehen-
slon, although the line of demarcation
velween the Iwo races |s not easy lto
éistinguish In many cases.
risen in armed revolt against

sacrifices for re-
have been In
vain, so far as soclal and official recog-
nition is concerned. They say that to
the white man of Cuba the negro with
a machete or rifle, willing to right and
die for Cuba, is «ne person, while the
same negro seeking public office or so-
cial recognition is quite another and
inferior being.

But there are "other times and other
manners” In Cuba now Gor one
thing. Yankees in Increasing number
have invgded the island in search of
wealth, and they have taken with them
from the north the white American’s
aversion to meeting the negro as a so-
cial equal,

Before the white Cuban, proud of his
ancestry. looms ever the specter of
nearby Halti,
men As a "black
low duwn In the
unstahle government
vague nameiess horrors that cause cive.
flization to pass it hy
eyes, although it les not mue
from America and Europe
Cuba
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